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84 Book Notices. 

its predecessor that one can hardly see any pedagogic reason for its 
existence. 

The book is so inclusive that naturally no very detailed or com- 
plete consideration can be given to any one topic. The value of 
such a book would be much increased were there fewer topics and 
more consideration of those few. For instance, such a brief review 
as Prof. Tarr gives of the tides is very inadequate, and tends to 
give no clear conception of the causes of these great ocean move- 
ments. Such a topic should not be introduced if there be any 
danger of leaving the student befogged in his impressions, or with 
the feeling that he knows it all. 

The maps and illustrations are an improvement over those in the 
preceding book; are better selected and better executed. There 
are very few that are clear only to the eye of the learned geographer 
or geologist. The typography is good and pleasing, and the printer's 
errors are few. Yet the book shows that its preparation was hasty, 
and that the author has no clean-cut images of certain topics that 
he considers. Such an error as that concerning the location of the 
magnetic pole would seem to show that the author has not outlived 
the eifects of studying Mercator maps before he had gained a globe 
idea of the world. 

The book is attractive and will undoubtedly have a wide circula- 
tion. The high-school teacher qualified to use either book will, 
however, find the Elementary Book more satisfactory in some ways. 

The book of questions and suggestions that has just appeared as 
an addendum to the text is helpful and timely, but it does not make 
the book complete. We have yet to see the Elementary Physiog- 
raphy that will be elementary in fact as well as in name, and com- 
plete and logical as far as it goes. We were disappointed in the 
book in question not to find it, as had been announced, written for 
the upper grades of grammar schools. There is still need for such 
a book along the lines Prof. Tarr has followed, but arranged from 
the laboratory standpoint. R. E. D. 

JDie Verwendbarkeit von Luftballons zu For$chungsz7vecken in unseren 
Schutzgebieten. Von Otto Baschin, Assistent am Kgl. Preuss. 
Meteorologischen Institut. {Sonderabdruck aus Nr. 3 der Deutschen 
Kolonialzeitung, Jahrgang, iSpS.) 

This paper is an argument for the use of the captive balloon as 
an aid to exploration, especially in such a land as New Guinea, 
where navigable rivers offer a means of access to the far interior of 
the country. The advantage of being able to survey a broad ex- 
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panse of territory from an elevated point is obvious; it must be left 
to experience to show whether much can be done with the balloon 
in the densely-wooded tropical regions. 

Le '■'' Appearances of Land" nella Zona Antartica, per Arnaldo Faus- 
tini. Roma, presso la Societa Geografica Jtaliana, Via del Plebis- 
cito, 102. 8vo. (^1898.') 

Signer Faustini divides the Antarctic region, geographically, 
into three parts: 

1. Lands, fairly well known as to their configuration. 

2. Lands, the existence of which is still in doubt. 

3. Parts altogether unknown. 

Termination Land, reported and named by Wilkes as seen on the 
i6th of February, 1840, has not since been reported. Capt Nares, 
in the Challenge, in 1874, found bottom at a depth of 1,300 fathoms 
within 15 miles of the position assigned to Termination Land, which 
could not be seen even from the masthead, though pack ice and 
many bergs seemed to indicate the vicinity of land. 

Signor Faustini concludes that Termination Land does not exist. 

D'Urville's Clarie Land (Cote Clarie), is identified with Wilkes's 
High Land, assigned to a different position. 

Several other shadowy appearances of land in the Antarctic are 
described, including Capt. Morrell's New South Greenland, dis- 
covered in February, 1822, and Signor Faustini thinks it desirable 
that navigators in those waters should lend their aid in the search 
for these phantoms. There can be no doubt that every voyager in 
the Antarctic will make his contribution to the stock of knowledge. 

Stanford's Compendium of Geography and Travel. {New Issue.) 
North America, Vol. J. Canada and Newfoundland. By 
Samuel Edward Dawson, Litt. D. [Laval), F.R.S.C. Maps 
and Illustrations. London, Edward Stanford, 26 and 2J Cock- 
spur Str^eet, Charing Cross, S. W. iSpj. 8vo. 

Dr. Dawson presents in this volume a concise account of the 
physical characteristics of Canada and Newfoundland^ respectively 
the first in rank and the oldest of British colonies; but this, he says 
in his preface, is not the sole object of the book. He has wished 
also to show why these great regions are still subject to Queen 
Victoria, and why the " Dominion of Canada has as fair a prospect 
" of continuance as any other community on the two continents of 
" the Western Hemisphere." 



